Naming Monoclonal Antibodies (mAb)

The United States Adopted Names (USAN) council
serves as the expert to guide manufactures in the
nomenclature classification of the nonpropriety
name for drugs. They provide rules and regulations
for the naming system of all generic drugs.

Most monoclonal antibodies’ name ends with the
suffix ‘-mab’. The key elements to the naming
system of the monoclonal antibodies are (1) a
prefix (2} an infix representing the target or
disease, (3) an infix indicating the source, and (4)
the stem used as a suffix.
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